Using visual displays as a tool to demonstrate disease management program effectiveness.
With the rapid introduction of new medical and information technologies, there are much more data available today than ever before. Translating data into useful information for a wide variety of audiences is a challenge for health care in general and disease management programs in particular. This paper addresses these issues by introducing several visual displays that illustrate important data elements in an unencumbered fashion. Examples are provided using the various stages of a hypothetical congestive heart failure (CHF) disease management program (ie, patient identification, program enrollment, intervention process, and outcomes evaluation).